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Leaving a Legacy
[bookmark: _GoBack]“Kindness is the language which the deaf can hear and the blind can see.”
— Mark Twain
This document is available in other accessible formats.

Who Are Sight Matters?
Sight Matters is the trading arm of the Manx Blind Welfare Society, a charity which supports the blind and visually impaired community on the Isle of Man.
We help people live their best possible lives by:
· Supporting independence and personal goals
· Providing social inclusion and emotional support services
· Offering life-changing equipment and resources
· Giving access to otherwise inaccessible information and media
· Advocating for individuals and the wider community
We also offer:
· Visual impairment awareness training
· Accessibility consulting for organisations and community groups

Why Are Wills Important?
A will lets you decide what happens to your money, property, and possessions after your death.
Without a will (i.e. dying “intestate”), your estate will be divided according to the law — not your wishes.
Leaving a gift in your will to Sight Matters helps us continue to support people on the Isle of Man who are blind or visually impaired.

How Your Legacy Will Help
Here are examples of what legacy donations can fund:
	Item
	Cost

	Pack of tactile bump-on stickers
	£5

	Liquid level indicator
	£10

	USB audio library player
	£30

	Talking clock / watch
	£50

	Fully accessible iPad
	£400

	Fully accessible laptop
	£500

	Handheld electronic magnifier
	£2,000

	Braille reader
	£5,000

	Annual costs
	£900,000



What Type of Legacy Should I Leave?
Pecuniary Legacy
A fixed sum of money to a person or organisation.
E.g. “£1,000 to a daughter or a charity.”
Residuary Legacy
A share (usually a percentage) of what remains of your estate after debts, taxes, and other gifts are paid.
Other Options
· General charitable purposes – the charity chooses how to spend the gift
· Expression of wish – the gift is suggested for a specific purpose (e.g. Younger Members’ Group)

Suggested Wording
Pecuniary Legacy (General)
I give the sum of £[amount] to Sight Matters, a trading arm of Manx Blind Welfare Society (registered charity number 132), Corrin Court, Heywood Avenue, Onchan, IM3 3AP absolutely for its general charitable purposes. The receipt of the Honorary Treasurer or other authorised officer shall be a complete discharge to my executors.
Pecuniary Legacy (With Expression of Wish)
I give the sum of £[amount] to Sight Matters… and I request Sight Matters (without imposing any binding trust or legal obligation) to use the legacy for [insert purpose].
Residuary Legacy (General)
I give [percentage]% of the residue of my real and personal estate to Sight Matters… absolutely for its general charitable purposes.
Residuary Legacy (With Expression of Wish)
I give [percentage]% of the residue… and I request Sight Matters to use the legacy for [insert purpose].

Codicil Template (Add a Gift to an Existing Will)
I (name) of (address) declare this to be a (first/second) codicil to my will dated [insert date].
I give to Sight Matters… the sum of £[amount] (or specific item or % share) to be used for general charitable purposes.
I declare that the receipt of the Honorary Treasurer or authorised officer shall be a complete discharge to my executors.
In all other respects, I confirm my said will and any other codicils thereto.
Ensure this codicil is signed and witnessed in the same way as your will, and stored with the original will.

Real-Life Stories
David and Suzanne’s Story
David lost his sight and feared losing his independence. Sight Matters provided lighting, magnifiers, and reading aids — all loaned for free. He regained the ability to do practical tasks, and they got help with Power of Attorney and large-print correspondence.
Now they attend social events and raise funds.
“Sight Matters gave me the confidence to ask the questions I never would have before.” – Suzanne

Aidan’s Story
Aidan was born with microphthalmia during Covid-19 lockdown. His parents were overwhelmed. Sight Matters provided emotional support, offered help during isolation, and guided them through medical, educational and legal processes.
Aidan now has a painted prosthetic eye, is growing into a happy young boy, and his family knows Sight Matters will always be there.
“I probably wouldn’t be employed now if I hadn’t had that help.” – Gemma

Will Planner (For Your Notes)
Your details:
· [bookmark: Text1]Full Name: type full name here
· Address: type address here
Partner’s details:
· Name: type partner's name here
· Address: type address here
Children’s details:
· Names: type children's names here 
· Address: type addresses here
Guardians for minor children:
· Names: type children's names here 
· Address: type addresses here

Assets:
· Home: £type home value here
· Car: £type car value here
· Furniture/Household items: £type furniture/household items' value here
· Jewellery/Items of value: £type jewlery/items of value's value here
· Savings: £type savings' value here
· Investments: £type investments' value here
· Insurance: £type insurance value here
· Pension: £type pension value here
· 
Debts:
· Mortgage: £type mortgage value here
· Loans: £type loan value here
· Credit cards: £type credit card debt here
Total Assets: £type total assets value here
Total Debts: £type total debt value here
Net Estate: £type net estate value here
Executor(s):
Name: type executors' name here
Address: type executors' address here
People or causes to remember in your will:
Type people or causes to remember here
Funeral instructions:
Type funeral instructions here
Please note: Completing this planner does not create a valid will.

